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To:
The Hon Ian Hunter MLC
Minister for Water and the River Murray
This annual report is presented to Parliament to meet the statutory reporting
requirements of the Public Sector Act 2009, the Public Sector Regulations 2010, the
Public Finance and Audit Act 1987, schedule 1A, section 30 of the Local
Government Act 1999 and meets the requirements of Premier and Cabinet Circular
PC013 Annual Reporting.
This report is verified to be accurate for the purposes of annual reporting to the
Parliament of South Australia.
Submitted on behalf of the Stormwater Management Authority by:
David S Trebilcock
General Manager

20 September 2017
_______________________________________ ____________________
Signature
Date
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Section A: Reporting required under the Public Sector Act
2009, the Public Sector Regulations 2010 and the Public
Finance and Audit Act 1987
Agency purpose or role
The Stormwater Management Authority (the Authority) implements the Agreement on
Stormwater Management between the State of South Australia and the Local Government
Association of South Australia. The Authority leads the development and supports the
implementation of multi-objective stormwater management plans that address flood risk,
environmental amenity, water security and that maximise the public benefit of stormwater.
The Authority operates as a stormwater planning, prioritising and funding body and
administers the Stormwater Management Fund which provides funding for stormwater
planning and infrastructure projects that meet specific guidelines.

Objectives
In collaboration with local government, the Authority drives a strategic and long-term
approach to stormwater management across South Australia. In 2016-17 the Authority
has pursued the following objectives:


Stormwater planning and infrastructure investments target the highest priority
areas of the State and appropriate levels of investment are leveraged across all
stakeholders.



Policy and legislative instruments support effective stormwater management, so as
to maximise public value through social, environmental and economic outcomes,
and require stormwater to be a key component of integrated urban water
management across the State.



All stakeholders are engaged effectively in stormwater management decision
making and are informed about the role stormwater plays in integrated urban water
management.

Key strategies and their relationship to SA Government objectives
Key strategy

SA Government objective

Drive the finalisation and implementation
of the Brown Hill and Keswick Creek
Stormwater Management Plan.

The Thirty Year Plan for Greater Adelaide.
Target 5: A Green Liveable City.
Policy 117: Stormwater infrastructure.

Drive the development and
implementation of stormwater
management plans for high priority
projects.

The Thirty Year Plan for Greater Adelaide.
Target 5: A Green Liveable City.
Policy 117: Stormwater infrastructure.
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Key strategy

SA Government objective

Review stormwater management planning
policies and approaches in other
jurisdictions to determine possible
improvements applicable in South
Australia.

The Thirty Year Plan for Greater Adelaide.
Target 5: A Green Liveable City.
Policy 117: Stormwater infrastructure.

Review the current stormwater
management planning guidelines to
ensure their ongoing rigour and to
encourage greater consideration of multicriteria stormwater management
objectives in new stormwater management
plans.

South Australia’s Strategic Plan (SASP)
Target 73: Recycled Stormwater:
South Australia has the system capacity to
harvest up to 35 GL of stormwater per annum
by 2018.

Engage State government agencies to
promote a whole-of-government approach
to stormwater.

SASP Target 75: Sustainable Water Use:
South Australia’s water resources are
managed within sustainable limits by 2018.

Agency programs and initiatives and their effectiveness and efficiency
Program name

Indicators of
performance/effectiveness/efficiency

Comments

Stormwater
Management Fund

Not assessed in the reporting period.

Reporting of the
Stormwater
Management Fund is
contained in Section B.

Legislation administered by the agency
The Authority does not administer any legislation.
The Authority is responsible for complying with schedule 1A of the Local Government Act
1999, which is administered by the Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure.

Organisation of the agency
In accordance with schedule 1A, section 7 of the Local Government Act 1999, the
Authority consists of a Board comprising one Presiding Member and not less than six
other members.
The Board of the Authority membership and remuneration is reported in the South
Australian Government Board and Committee Information Annual Report.
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Other agencies related to this agency (within the Minister’s area/s of
responsibility)
Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resources

Employment opportunity programs
The Board of the Authority has no staff of its own and utilises the services of DEWNR.
Reporting on this matter is contained in the DEWNR Annual Report 2016-17.
Executive, administrative and project support were provided to the Authority from existing
DEWNR resources.

Agency performance management and development systems
Performance management and
development system

Assessment of effectiveness and
efficiency

Government employees supporting the Board’s Two sessions are held on an annual
operations undertake a performance review
basis. This is considered to be effective.
and development program with their
managers.

Occupational health, safety and rehabilitation programs of the agency and
their effectiveness
Occupational health, safety and
rehabilitation programs

Effectiveness

The Authority abides by the relevant health
and safety policies and procedures that have
been adopted by DEWNR to meet whole of
Government and legislative requirements.

Reporting on this matter is contained
within the DEWNR Annual Report 201617.

Fraud detected in the agency
Category/nature of fraud

Number of instances

It is declared that there were no instances of fraud
detected in the activities undertaken by the Authority in
this reporting period.

0

Strategies implemented to control and prevent fraud
Strategies to detect instances of fraud are reported in the DEWNR Annual Report 201617.
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Data is available at: https://data.sa.gov.au/data/dataset/stormwater-management-authorityannual-report-data

Whistle-blowers’ disclosure
Number of occasions on which public interest information
has been disclosed to a responsible officer of the agency
under the Whistle-blowers’ Protection Act 1993

0

Data is available at: https://data.sa.gov.au/data/dataset/stormwater-management-authorityannual-report-data

Executive employment in the agency
Executive classification

Number of executives

SAES Level 1

0

Data is available at: https://data.sa.gov.au/data/dataset/stormwater-management-authorityannual-report-data
For further information, the Office for the Public Sector has a data dashboard for further
information on the breakdown of executive gender, salary and tenure by agency.

Consultants
The following is a summary of external consultants that have been engaged by the agency,
the nature of work undertaken and the total cost of the work undertaken.
Consultants

Purpose

Value

All consultancies below $10 000 each

-

$0

Consultancies above $10 000 each

-

$0

Total all consultancies

$0

Data is available at: https://data.sa.gov.au/data/dataset/stormwater-management-authorityannual-report-data
See also https://www.tenders.sa.gov.au/tenders/index.do for a list of all external
consultancies, including nature of work and value. See also the Consolidated Financial
Report of the Department of Treasury and Finance http://treasury.sa.gov.au/ for total value
of consultancy contracts across the SA Public Sector.
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Financial performance of the agency
The following is a brief summary of the overall financial position of the agency. The
information is unaudited. Full audited financial statements for 2016-17 are attached to this
report.
Since September 2006, the Authority has approved contributions of $46.4 million towards
116 projects with a total value of $113 million. In 2016-17, the Authority approved
$10.2 million towards five projects with a total value of $28.6 million.
Payments from the Stormwater Management Fund (the Fund) in 2016-17 comprised:
Goods and Services
Grants and Subsidies

$336 000
$3 303 000

The Fund generated $332 000 in interest revenues in 2016-17.
Other financial information
Nil to report.

Other information requested by the Minister(s) or other significant issues
affecting the agency or reporting pertaining to independent functions
Nil to report.
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Section B: Reporting required under any other act or
regulation
Schedule 1A, section 30(2)(a) of the Local Government Act 1999
Details of the extent to which the Authority’s business plan has been implemented during
the financial year and of the changes to the business plan proposed as part of the annual
review required under clause 14(2)(b).
During the 2016-17 financial year the Authority approved the Brown Hill and Keswick
Creek Stormwater Management Plan (SMP), which was gazetted on 7 March 2017. The
Authority continues to work with the Brown Hill Keswick Stormwater Project on formation
of a regional subsidiary and implementation of the SMP.
The following additional SMP’s were also approved by the Authority in 2016-17:


North Arm East SMP (City of Port Adelaide Enfield)



Mount Barker, Totness and Littlehampton SMP (District Council of Mount Barker).

The Authority continues to work with Councils in which its high priority catchments reside
to facilitate development of the remaining high priority SMPs. The following SMPs are
being prepared:


Auburn SMP (Clare and Gilbert Valleys Council)



Burra SMP (Regional Council of Goyder)



Cobbler Creek & Salisbury Escarpment SMP (City of Salisbury)



Eastern Suburbs SMP (City of Campbelltown)



Freeling, Greenock & Kapunda SMP (Light Regional Council)



Gawler SMP (Town of Gawler)



Kadina SMP (District Council of Copper Coast)



Lefevre Peninsula SMP (City of Port Adelaide Enfield)



Lower Sturt Catchment SMP (City of Mitcham)



Manoora/Mintaro/Rhynie/Riverton/Saddleworth/Stockport/Tarlee SMPs (Clare and
Gilbert Valleys Council)



Munno Para SMP (City of Playford)



Pedler Creek and Beach Road SMP (City of Onkaparinga)



Port Elliot SMP (Alexandrina Council)



Port Pirie SMP (Port Pirie Regional Council)



Port River East Catchments SMP (City of Port Adelaide Enfield)



Silver Sands Creek SMP (City of Onkaparinga)



Smith Creek SMP (City of Playford)



Whyalla SMP (City of Whyalla)



Yankalilla, Normanville & Carrickalinga SMP (District Council of Yankalilla).

During 2016-17, the Authority commenced a review and consultation process to revise the
stormwater management guidelines applicable under the Stormwater Management Fund.
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The Authority has also commenced a review of stormwater governance issues and a
review of stormwater management planning and policy approaches in other jurisdictions.
In the 2017-18 financial year, the Authority proposes to review and revise its business
plan for the period 2018–2020.

Schedule 1A, section 30(2)(b) of the Local Government Act 1999
Details of any decisions made by the Authority that differ from the recommendations made
by the Committee (if established under Clause 15).
Nil to report. The Stormwater Advisory Committee is not established.

Schedule 1A, section 30(2)(c) of the Local Government Act 1999
Details of any payment from the Fund during the financial year.
In 2016-17, the Authority approved $10.2 million towards five projects with a total value of
$28.6 million.
The Stormwater Management Fund made the following payments during 2016-17:
Application
Number

Applicant

Project

City of Charles Sturt

Torrens Road Catchment Stormwater Management
Plan

140/14

District Council of Copper
Coast

Rossiters Road, Moonta, Stormwater Drain Upgrade

131/13

Gawler River Floodplain
Management Authority

Gawler River Flood Mitigation Scheme Further
Investigations

$50 000

134/14

City of Port Adelaide
Enfield

Hargrave Street Catchment Stage 7 (additional
costs)

$630 040

153/15

City of Port Adelaide
Enfield

Hargrave Street Catchment Stage 8

$250 831

60C/08

City of Salisbury

Burton West Industrial Drain Stage 2

$26 383

112/12

Regional Council of
Goyder

Channel A Upgrading, Eudunda

$65 101

Northern Areas Council

Spalding Flood Mitigation Project Stage 1

153/15

City of Port Adelaide
Enfield

Hargrave Street Catchment Stage 8

$706 446

117/12

City of Charles Sturt

Port Road Drain Stage 2 Design

$178 291

123/13

Brown Hill Keswick Creek
Stormwater Project

Ridge Park Detention Basin Construction

$14 648

58/08

City of Port Adelaide
Enfield

North Arm East Stormwater Management Plan

$45 000

143/14

District Council of
Naracoorte Lucindale

Naracoorte Central Business District (CBD) Drainage
Upgrade

155/15

City of Port Lincoln

Port Lincoln Flood Management and Stormwater
Reuse Study

Brown Hill Keswick Creek
Stormwater Project

Brown Hill Creek Channel Options Study

122/13

City of Playford

Smith Creek Catchment Floodplain Mapping

$80 000

163/17

Gawler River Floodplain
Management Authority

Gawler River Flood Mitigation Scheme Further
Investigations (Part 2)

$39 063

64/08

84/10

83/09
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Payment Made
$70 986
$278 243

$3 000

$582 145
$17 007
$145 000
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150/14

City of Holdfast Bay

Design of Major Flow Path Outfall at Tarlton Street,
Somerton Park

124/13

Bureau of Meteorology

Assisting Local Councils in Flash Flood Management
TOTAL

$27 550
$93 164
$3 302 898

Schedule 1A, section 30(2)(d) of the Local Government Act 1999
An assessment by the Authority of the adequacy of the Fund to meet claims on the Fund
under this Schedule and the Stormwater Management Agreement.
To date, the Fund has been adequate to meet claims for stormwater initiatives and project
commitments. The cash balance of $14.3 million at 30 June 2017, together with the State
Government contribution of $5.248 million in 2017-18, is adequate to fund anticipated
progress payments next financial year.
In developing its priorities for future stormwater management planning, the Authority has
identified a likely deficiency in the Fund’s resources over the coming decades if all current
stormwater issues are to be effectively addressed. In particular, cash-flows over the next
five years will need to be managed carefully in order to meet existing commitments,
commitments to the Brown Hill Keswick Creek Stormwater Project and emerging priorities.
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Section C: Reporting of public complaints as requested by
the Ombudsman
Summary of complaints by subject
Public complaints received by the Stormwater Management Authority
Category of complaints by subject

Number of instances

All complaints

No specific complaints have
been received by the Authority.

Data is available at: https://data.sa.gov.au/data/dataset/stormwater-management-authorityannual-report-data

Complaint outcomes
Nature of complaint or suggestion

Services improved or changes as a result of
complaints or consumer suggestions

All complaints

No complaints have been received or acted
upon.
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Government of South Australia

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT
sT

Auditor-General's Department
x Av
Level 9
State Administration Centre
200 Victoria Square
Adelaide SA 5000
DX 56208
Victoria Square
Tel
Fax

+618 8226 9640
+618 8226 9688

ABN 53 327 061 410
audgensa@audit.sa.gov.au
www.audit.sa.gov.au

To the General Manager
Stormwater Management Authority

As required by section 31(1)(b) of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1987 and section 23 (2)
of Schedule I to the Local Government Act 1999, I have audited the financial report of the
Stormwater Management Authority for the financial year ended 30 June 2017.
Opinion

In my opinion, the accompanying financial report gives a true and fair view of the financial
position of the Stormwater Management Authority as at 30 June 2017, its financial
performance and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with the Treasurer's
Instructions promulgated under the provisions of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1987 and
Australian Accounting Standards.
The financial report comprises:
a Statement of Comprehensive Income for the year ended 30 June 2017
a Statement of Financial Position as at 30 June 2017
a Statement of Changes in Equity for the year ended 30 June 2017
a Statement of Cash Flows for the year ended 30 June 2017
notes, comprising significant accounting policies and other explanatory information
a Certificate from the General Manager and the Chief Financial Officer, Department of
Environment, Water and Natural Resources.
Basis for opinion

I conducted the audit in accordance with the Public Finance and Audit Act 1987 and
Australian Auditing Standards. My responsibilities under those standards are further
described in the Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report section of my
report. I am independent of the Stormwater Management Authority. The Public Finance and
Audit Act 1987 establishes the independence of the Auditor-General. In conducting the audit,
the relevant ethical requirements of APES 110 Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants
have been met.

I believe that the audit evidence obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for
my opinion.
Responsibilities of the General Manager for the financial report

The General Manager is responsible for the preparation of the financial report that gives a true
and fair view in accordance with the Treasurer's Instructions promulgated under the
provisions of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1987 and the Australian Accounting
Standards, and for such internal control as management determines is necessary to enable the
preparation of the financial report that gives a true and fair view and is free from material
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.
Auditor's responsibilities for the audit of the financial report

My objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial report as a
whole is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an
auditor's report that includes my opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance,
but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with Australian Auditing
Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise
from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could
reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of this
financial report.
As part of an audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards, I exercise professional
judgement and maintain professional scepticism throughout the audit. I also:
identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial report, whether
due to fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and
obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for my
opinion. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher
than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional
omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control
•

obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances

•

evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of
accounting estimates and related disclosures made by the General Manager

•

evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial report, including
the disclosures, and whether the financial report represents the underlying transactions
and events in a manner that achieves fair presentation.

My report refers only to the financial report described above and does not provide assurance
over the integrity of electronic publication by the entity on any website nor does it provide an
opinion on other information which may have been hyperlinked to/from the report.

I communicate with the General Manager regarding, among other matters, the planned scope
and timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in
internal control that I identify during the audit.

Andrew Richardson
Auditor-General

29 September 2017

